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Breast cancer is the 
second leading cause 
of cancer death 
among women.  
Statistics indicate that 
one in eight women 
will develop breast 
cancer during her 
lifetime. Early 
diagnosis can lead to 
a cure. 
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Dear Colleagues, 

The mission of St. Elizabeth’s Radiology is to provide you and your patients with 
quality patient care.   
 

• We have made recent additions to our current breast imaging technology including 3D tomosynthesis.  
• We have also enhanced our workflow and can now promise to add-on patients who are currently in your 

office and need to have their mammogram performed the same day. 
 
Our goal is to employ state of the art imaging and to continue to communicate effectively and to treat each 
patient as if they were a member of our family. 
 
Below is a brief description of the services we provide. We would appreciate any feedback to improve your 
patients’ experience…….    
 

Screening Mammograms 

A screening mammogram 
is a routine radiologic 
examination of both 
breasts performed on a 
woman for the purpose of 
early detection of breast 
cancer.  Screening 
mammograms are 
performed on women who 
do not have symptoms of 
breast disease and have 
no present or recurrent 
breast related problems.  
Screening mammograms 
are performed daily, 
including Saturdays.  The 
average turnaround time 
for a screening 
mammogram result is 2-3 
days. 

In addition, we offer "on-
line" mammography 
screening.  If an exam is 
performed on-line, a 
radiologist is available to 
interpret the study and 
give the results the same 
day.  Any additional 
imaging will be performed 

the same day so the 
patient will not need to 
be called bacl. 

Diagnostic 
Mammograms 

A Diagnostic 
Mammogram focuses on 
the signs or symptoms 

of breast disease – 
including pain, nipple 
discharge, masses or 

lumps.  These imaging 
studies are interpreted 
on the day of the exam.  
And correlative breast 

ultrasound is often used 
in conjunction with 

diagnostic 
mammography. 



If your patient needs a 
biopsy, we help them 
schedule their 
appointment and 
coordinate a follow up visit 
with our Breast Care 
Center. 

 

Breast 
Tomosynthesis 

By enabling us to view the 
mammogram in multiple 
thin sections, 
tomosynthesis improves 
visualization of 
abnormalities that may be 
obscured in dense breast 
tissue.  3D breast imaging 
is a life-saving technology 
that can help to diagnose 
breast cancer in its early 
stages, when the survival 
rate is highest.  

 

 

3D tomosynthesis has the 
potential to offer fewer 
false positives and false 
negatives. This means 
your patients are less 
likely to get called for 
additional imaging, which 
can reduce the anxiety of 
breast imaging. 

The FDA approved 
Hologic system is 
designed to capture 2D 
and 3D images performed 
in a single compression.  
The imaging arm of the 
machine swings in an arc 
over the breast, instantly 
creating a series of 3D 
images.  Very low x-ray 
energy is used during the 
screening examination, so 
radiation exposure 
remains safely below the 

American College of 
Radiology guidelines.  

Our decision to 
invest in this new 
technology is a 
decision to invest in 
the lives of our 
patients and their 
families. 

We continue to perform 2D 
mammography as 
microcalcifications are 
more easily seen with 2-D 
and are sometimes the 
first sign of early cancer. 

Breast MRI 

Magnetic resonance 
imaging (MRI) uses 
magnetic fields to evaluate 
breast tissue.  The 
radiologist uses MR 
images to detect 
suspicious regions of 
breast tissue with the aid 
of contrast enhancement.  
Only gentle compression 
is used.   There is no 
radiation exposure. 

Breast MRI is a non-
invasive procedure that 
results in a three-
dimensional view of the 
inside of the breast.  Each 
exam produces 
approximately 1000 
images of the breast, in 
multiple projections, which 
are then interpreted by a 
radiologist.  Breast MRI 
improves the sensitivity of 
breast cancer detection 
and staging in women. 

Breast MRI has proved 
useful in examining 
women who are at High 
Risk for Breast Cancer, in 
monitoring cancer 
treatment, in evaluating 
women who have had 
prior breast cancer surgery 
and radiation which limits 
the sensitivity of 
mammograms, and in 
evaluating women who 
have implants that obscure 
breast tissue.  When used 
in conjunction with 
mammography and 
ultrasound, Breast MRI is 
a vital tool for detecting 
and monitoring breast 
cancer.  Breast MRI 
appointments are available 
seven days per week, 
including evening 
appointments. 

Breast Biopsy 

Here at St. Elizabeth’s, we 
have the capacity to 
needle biopsy suspicious 
foci with MRI guidance.  In 
addition, we routinely 
perform ultrasound guided 
biopsies and stereotactic 
biopsies.  

 



High Risk Patients 

It is now possible to learn 
if patients are at a greater 
risk of developing cancer 
compared to the general 
population. We collect the 
data at every visit to 
determine each patient’s 
individual risk.  Our goal is 
to assist you in assessing 
the patient’s risk and 
detect cancer in the 
earliest, most curable 
stage. 

Cancer Treatment 
Options 

Every positive biopsy is 
reviewed by a team of 
experts that includes 
pathologists, radiologists, 
surgeons, medical 
oncologists, radiation 
oncologists and other 
breast care specialists.  A 
treatment plan is 
discussed outlining access 

to the latest options 
available.  

 

Please feel free to consult 
us with any breast imaging 
questions. 
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