Is life without blood
thinners possible?
YES.

AFIB AND STROKE RISK
The average person with AFib is 5X MORE LIKELY TO SUFFER A STROKE
than someone with a regular heartbeat. Here’s why:

Many people take blood thinners
to reduce the risk of stroke related
to AFib, but did you know there is
an alternative?

IT’S CALLED WATCHMAN

 Fib causes your heart to beat
A
irregularly, which affects its
ability to pump blood normally.

TM

When the heart doesn’t pump as
it should, blood can collect and
form clots.

If a clot escapes, it can cut off the
blood supply to the brain-causing
a stroke.

HOW WATCHMAN WORKS

WATCHMAN fits into a part of your heart called the left
atrial appendage (LAA).

90% of stroke-causing blood clots that come from the
heart are formed in the LAA.1

IS WATCHMAN RIGHT FOR YOU?
If the following statements are relevant to you, ask your doctor about WATCHMAN.

✔

I have AFib not caused by a heart valve problem

✔

My doctor recommended that I take a blood thinner

✔

I’m suitable for short term warfarin but need an alternative to long-term blood thinners

✔	I have an appropriate rationale to seek an alternative

WATCHMAN permanently closes off this part of your
heart to keep those blood clots from escaping.

FOR MORE
INFORMATION
Talk with your
cardiologist, call an
educational specialist
at 855-893-2606 or
visit WATCHMAN.com

1 Blackshear JL, Odell JA. Appendage obliteration to reduce stroke in cardiac surgical patients with atrial fibrillation. Ann Thorac Surg. 1996;61:755-759.
IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION
The WATCHMAN Device is a permanent implant designed to close the left atrial appendage in the heart in an effort to reduce the risk of stroke. With all medical procedures there are risks associated with the implant procedure and the use of the device. The risks include but are not limited to accidental heart puncture, air embolism, allergic reaction, anemia, anesthesia risks, arrhythmias, AV (Arteriovenous) fistula,
bleeding or throat pain from the TEE (Trans Esophageal Echo) probe, blood clot or air bubbles in the lungs or other organs, bruising at the catheter insertion site, clot formation on the WATCHMAN™ Closure Device, cranial bleed, excessive bleeding, gastrointestinal bleeding, groin puncture bleed, hypotension, infection/pneumonia, pneumothorax, pulmonary edema, pulmonary vein obstruction, renal failure, stroke,
thrombosis and transient ischemic attack. In rare cases death can occur. Be sure to talk with your doctor so that you thoroughly understand all of the risks and benefits associated with the implantation of the WATCHMAN Device.
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